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Albert Christoph Dies, Leopoldine Temple with Pond, Park of Schloss Eisenstadt, 
1807, detail (Esterházy Privatstiftung, Schloss Eisenstadt).  
From the exhibition Oasen der Stille, reviewed on pp. 56-61.

Photograph: © Liechtenstein Museum: Die Fürstlichen Sammlungen, Vienna
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Emin Onat and Orhan Arda, Mausoleum 
of Atatürk, Anıttepe, Ankara, 1941-53    

Photograph: Rob Dettingmeijer
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SAHGB-EAHN Symposium

a traditional Ankara orchard house maintained by the vekam research center, 

which also hosted our lunch there.  After lunch, we continued our tour in the 

historic center of Ankara.

Full reports on the Turkish research forum and the eahn business meeting will 

be published in the June issue of the eahn Newsletter; the minutes of the meeting 

will be posted on the eahn website.

SAHGB-EAHN Annual Symposium: Program Published and Registra-
tion Open

British Architecture Seen from Abroad

London, 16 May 2009

The program for the sahgb-eahn Annual Symposium, British Architecture Seen 

from Abroad, has now been published.  The day-long symposium features twelve 

papers, with speakers coming from nine countries in Europe, Asia and North 

America, and subjects ranging from medieval and early modern architecture 

through nineteenth- and twentieth-century topics.

The symposium will be held at the Art Workers Guild, London, www.artworkers-

guild.org.  Symposium registration includes lunch and refreshments.

For the complete program and other information, or to register for the sympo-

sium, visit the symposium website at: http://web.me.com/asquins2002/Site_2/

Symposium_2009.html.  

A Ranked List of Journals: Reconfiguring Assessment in the Field

As many members of eahn will be aware of, European universities are increas-

ingly assessing their faculty by examining research output.  Research Assessment 

Exercises as conducted in the United Kingdom might not yet be omnipresent, but 

in many countries one can definitely see a tendency to head in that direction. 
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Ranked Periodicals Project

Catalogue cover from the Exhibition on English 
Architecture, English Cultural Council, 1944.  A study 
of British architectural exhibitions in Turkey will be 
among the papers presented at the sahgb-eahn Annual 
Symposium on 16 May in London.    
Photograph: Elvan Altan Ergut

Catalogue cover from the Exhibition on British Urbanism, 
shown at the following venues: Ankara, People’s House, 25 
January-11 February 1947; Istanbul, Fine Arts Academy, 14-
28 February 1947; Izmir, Cultural Park Exhibition House, 
11-24 March 1947
Photograph: Elvan Altan Ergut
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Research Assessment

When universities and regulating bodies develop a research assessment system, 

they often base themselves on what are seen as commonly accepted parameters 

in the sciences and life sciences. In these disciplines, books are not regarded as 

particularly important, and exhibition catalogues are unheard of.  Major pub-

lications in these fields are articles in reviewed journals with high ranking and 

high impact factors. The ranking of journals and the calculation of their impact 

factor is generally done by relying upon the isi Web of Science, which offers such 

services through its sci (Science Citation Index), ssci (Social Science Citation 

Index) and ahci (Arts & Humanities Citation Index).  Unfortunately, the ahci is 

far less comprehensive and serviceable than the other two citation indexes.  Books 

are not excerpted in ahci and many important journals never made it into their 

list of titles.  ahci is therefore not a good basis for assessing the research output 

of architectural historians.  Nevertheless many universities seem to be inclined to 

use the ahci – basically for reasons of simplicity of procedure and for lack of an 

alternative system.

The humanities in general and architectural history in particular thus increasingly 

feel the pressure to develop a system of their own that would offer guidelines in as-

sessing the research output of scholars. For the moment no such system is available, 

although initiatives are being taken by several bodies (among them the European 

Science Foundation).  Such a system should be able to acknowledge the value of 

books and exhibition catalogues, next to articles published in international jour-

nals.  The eahn wants to play a role in these developments. As a first step, we plan to 

produce a ranked list of journals relevant for architectural history and conservation, 

and to this end formed a subcommittee during the eahn annual business meeting 

in Ankara.  The subcommittee aims to prepare a ranked list of international journals 

to be approved during the 2010 eahn conference in Guimarães, Portugal.  A tenta-

tive draft list of journals is now available on the eahn Website at: www.eahn.org/

resources/uploads/135/List%20of%20periodicals%20(proposal%201108).pdf 

Initial members of the subcommittee established in Ankara are Hilde Heynen, 

Maristella Casciato, Elvan Altan Ergut and Cana Bilsel. We warmly invite other eahn 

members to join this subcommittee in order to have a more extensive coverage of 

countries and languages.  Scholars from Germany, Spain, Portugal, Greece, the UK 
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Ranked Periodicals Project

The eahn ranked journals project aims to develop a reliable tool which 
will help both institutions and individual scholars orient themselves 

within the maze of periodical publications in architectural history.
Photograph: Reto Geiser
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New eahn Website

and eastern Europe are especially encouraged to join us.  Work will be conducted 

through e-mail exchanges, Skype conference calls and one intermediate meeting 

coinciding with the eahn business meeting of January 2010.  If you are interested in 

volunteering for this subcommittee, please contact hilde.heynen@asro.kuleuven.be .

Hilde Heynen

New EAHN Website Launched

On 11 February, the eahn launched its newly revised website www.eahn.org.  The 

new site, conceived by a committee led by Nancy Stieber and designed graphi-

cally by Reto Geiser, was produced by the Swiss web designer Simon Kägi (www.

urukai.ch).  The new site contains the contents of the quarterly  EAHN Newsletter, 

documentation of eahn activities, and a searchable database of  current and past 

conferences, exhibitions, and other items of interest to architectural historians.  A 

portal on the home page makes it easy for anyone to submit an events listing.  

EAHN now a CAA Affiliated Society

On 1 March the board of the College Art Association (caa) voted to grant the eahn 

affiliated-society status with the caa.  This recognition from the leading scholarly 

society for art historians and university-based visual artists in North America 

brings numerous benefits for the eahn, all of which increase the organization’s 

visibility among the caa’s 14,000 members: listing in the online directory of over 

sixty affiliated societies on the caa website; the possibility to publish eahn news 

such as conference announcements or calls for papers in the caa newsletter; and 

eligibility for an eahn business meeting at the caa annual conference, as well 

as the opportunity to apply for an eahn program session at the conference.  In 

anticipation of the board’s vote, the caa kindly provided the eahn with facilities 

for an information meeting at the caa’s ninety-seventh annual conference in Los 

Angeles on 26 February.   Other caa affiliated societies include well-known organi-

zations such as the Society of Architectural Historians, the Renaissance Society of 

America, and the London-based Association of Art Historians.  For further details 

of the caa affiliated societies program, including the online directory of affiliated 

societies, visit www.collegeart.org/affiliated. 
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eahn Affiliation  with caa

The College Art Association website provides 
complete information on the caa Affiliated 
Societies program.

The new eahn website contains both 
html and pdf versions of all eahn 
Newsletter issues, organizational 
documentation, and the “Ongoing and 
Upcoming” database.  Everyone is invited 
to submit events listings for the database 
through the “Add a Listing” page.
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eahn at sah

EAHN at SAH 2009, Pasadena

As in recent years, the European Architectural History Network will be represented 

at the Society of Architectural Historians sixty-second annual meeting this coming 

April.  The eahn meeting at the sah conference is scheduled for Thursday, 2 April, 

from noon to 13:30, in the Redwood room of the Sheraton Pasadena.  

Please join eahn committee members in Pasadena for an update about the net-

work and discussion regarding the organization’s new, continuing, and prospec-

tive projects. eahn general members or potential members with comments, 

suggestions, or an interest in active participation in the network are particularly 

encouraged to attend.

On the Calendar

eahn at sah: Thursday, 2 April 2009, Redwood Room, Sheraton Pasadena, 12:00-

13:30

sahgb-eahn Annual Symposium: British Architecture Seen from Abroad, London, 

16 May 2009

eahn First International Meeting, Guimarães, June 2010: call for papers to be 

released in early April 2009; call for papers submission deadline, 30 October 2009
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Calendar

Plan to attend the EAHN information session at the 
SAH annual meeting in Pasadena this April.

Photograph: Reto Geiser
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Department of Landscape, University of Sheffield

During the academic year 2008/9 the Department of Landscape at the University 

of Sheffield celebrates its fortieth anniversary. As the largest and most research-

oriented Department of Landscape in Great Britain, it is one of the leading landscape 

architecture schools in the world.  

history

Initiated by the School of Architecture, the Department of Landscape Architecture (as it 

was initially called) was until recently incorporated within the Faculty of Architecture; 

since 2007 it belongs to the Faculty of Social Sciences. The first cohort of students 

joined the M.A. in Landscape Design in October 1968 for a two-year postgraduate 

course aimed at candidates with a degree or approved professional qualification in 

Architecture, Civil Engineering, Geography, Town Planning, Agriculture, Botany, 

Forestry, or Horticulture. This course aimed to produce “professionally qualified 

landscape architects to deal at urban and regional scales with a wide range of problems, 

including development of New Towns, recreation in towns and in Countryside and 

National Parks, and to tackle problems of dereliction and land reclamation.” 

The first Head of Department was Professor Arnold Weddle, a town planner and 

architect, who had qualified externally in landscape architecture, after which he 

taught landscape design at the Department of Civic Design in Liverpool.  Weddle’s 

influential Report on the Recruitment, Training and Employment of Landscape Architects 

(London: ILA, 1961) offered far-reaching proposals that were implemented in Liverpool 

and later formed the basis for the curriculum in Sheffield also. Liverpool and then 

Sheffield pioneered in systematic survey and evaluation of large-scale (urban and 

regional) planning problems, as well as the design and testing of development and 

redevelopment proposals, all based on research.  This was supplemented with a view of 

landscape architects as practical people who understood various landscape techniques, 

as exemplified in Weddle’s book Techniques of Landscape Architecture (London: William 

Heinemann, 1968).  Thus, the Sheffield program established its reputation in research 

and survey-led design.

Weddle could advocate this approach internationally when he became chairman of 

the Education Committee of the International Federation of Landscape Architects 

Crookesmoor Building 
University of Sheffield 

Conduit Road 
Sheffield 

United Kingdom
S10  1FL

Tel: +114 222 0600
Fax: +114 275 4176

http://www.shef.ac.uk/landscape/ 
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Explorations

University of Sheffield

The Arts Tower, the home of the Department of Landscape, was designed 
by the London firm Gollins Melvin and Ward and completed in 1963. It is 

being refurbished 2008-2010 and is shown here domineering the university 
library, which was designed by the same firm and completed in 1959.

Photograph: University of Sheffield Photographic Collection
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Explorations

Department of Landscape

(1970-76); simultaneously he was founding editor of Elsevier’s Landscape Planning, now 

Landscape and Urban Planning, a pioneering academic journal on landscape architecture 

begun in 1974.  From 1973 the Sheffield Department of Landscape Architecture 

expanded with an undergraduate course. This was both the first interfaculty course 

offered in the University, in which students commenced with courses in the “natural 

environmental sciences, botany, geography and geology as well as landscape studies,” 

and the first landscape course to do this nationally. As a result of this general approach 

with an emphasis on research activity the new department attracted a number of Ph.D 

students. 

 

Sheffield graduates were soon in demand for their “dual” degrees, with a range of 

Departments being associated with Landscape over the years: Animal and Plant 

Sciences (Ecology), Archaeology, Town and Regional Planning, and Architecture.  

The Sheffield Botanical Garden designed 
by Robert Marnock in 1834, was recently 
restored with a £6M grant from the 
Heritage Lottery Fund; the application for 
this grant was prepared by the Department 
of Landscape, which carried out the 
historical and social research needed.
Photograph: Peter Lathey 
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University of Sheffield

Department size remained limited in the 1970s, with approximately twenty-five 

students and five staff members.  Since 1995 the staff has gradually expanded to the 

present twelve members: four professors, two readers, three senior lecturers and three 

lecturers. In 2008 Sheffield was one of the most popular destinations for landscape 

design studies in the UK, with sixty-three incoming MA students, and sixty-three 

undergraduates for a total of 310 students over the various courses (Landscape 

Architecture and Planning; Landscape Architecture and Ecology; Architecture and 

Landscape Design).  In addition, there are thirty-seven research (Ph.D) students 

and further post-docs. Sheffield has been able to maintain this popularity partly 

through a coordinated delivery of teaching and its dual degree courses, but possibly 

more importantly this has been through consistently good results in the Research 

Assessment Exercise (RAE), held in 1996, 2001 and 2008 (a rating of 5 out of 5*).   In the 

latest RAE, announced in December 2008, research was rated internationally excellent 

or outstanding.

research aims

 

The Department’s research agenda responds to “the growing need to provide rich 

and meaningful landscapes for living, in face of external drivers such as climate 

change; the challenge of sustainable development; declining biodiversity; social, 

cultural, economic and technological change in urban and rural environments; 

and changes in the nature of landscape practice. Landscape Architecture needs 

to develop and embrace new ideas and paradigms to respond to these changes 

and we aim to be in the vanguard in developing these.”  The strategy is thus 

to maintain its position as the UK’s leading Landscape Architecture research 

group and expand its international reputation for excellence; to advance 

landscape architecture research by adopting interdisciplinary approaches that 

integrate ecological, social and cultural perspectives; and to shape national 

and international research, knowledge transfer, policy and practice agendas. 

The approach develops both theoretical aspects of landscape architecture by 

attracting funding from research councils and charitable trusts, as well as policy 

and practice-oriented research through government and agency contracts.  This 

strategy has increased funding, volume and quality of research output, the size of 

the research school, and collective and individual esteem.
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Department of Landscape

For purposes of the RAE, research was classified according to four broad themes that 

seemed to harness the activities of individuals, and which are helpful in explaining the 

breadth of research currently undertaken in the Department: 

•	 Urban ecological landscape design and management concentrates on the 

“application of ecological theory to landscape practice to improve sustainability 

whilst meeting human aesthetic and functional needs,” is informed by social-

cultural context, and is fundamentally interdisciplinary.

•	 Planning and management of rural and peri-urban landscapes concentrates on 

“shaping future multifunctional landscapes in the face of socio-economic and 

environmental change.”

•	 Human interaction with landscapes concentrates on “how social, cultural and 

personal circumstances affect perception of designed landscapes and their 

capacity to provide meaningful experiences.”

•	  Landscape design theory concentrates particularly on “how design decisions are 

conceived within social and cultural contexts,” recognizing that in fact theory 

underpins all sectors of landscape architecture.

Research of individuals of the Department 
covers the wide spectrum of landscape 
architecture. Dr. Woudstra’s interest in 
contemporary detailing in historic gardens 
has led to research for the reinstatement of the 
Greenhouse Quarter at Hampton Court Palace, 
originally laid out by Henry Wise in 1702.
Photograph: Jan Woudstra
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University of Sheffield

While these four themes create rather artificial divisions between the work of 

individuals as interconnected within the Department and with other faculties, in 

practice they have been useful in stimulating ideas, nurturing funding bids, targeting 

conference attendance, discussing research directions and structuring peer review.

research in design theory

The design theory grouping is perhaps of greatest interest to architectural historians. 

This includes Cathy Dee, a practicing artist who focuses her research agenda on the 

interface between fine art and visual practice, and the philosophy, culture and pedagogy 

of environmentally-oriented landscape architecture. Her unique contribution and 

growing international reputation lie in bringing together these facets to develop 

Landscape Architecture theory; raising the visual from unreflective practice to 

more serious scholarly attention and use as critical method; and examining the 

question “What kind of art is an (ecological) landscape architecture?” She is one of 

the founding editors of the new European Journal of Landscape Architecture (JoLA) which 

provides a platform for innovative contemporary research methodologies specific 

to the discipline.  She has shaped new perspectives within landscape architecture 

through her influential book Form and Fabric (2001), and her widely-cited paper “The 

Imaginary Texture of the Real” has helped shape the development of practice-based 

methodologies.

Dr. Kevin Thwaites, a landscape architect and co-founder of International Sustainability 

through Environmental Design Network, has developed a program of experiential 

landscape research which pioneers the synthesis of experiential and spatial dimensions 

in the analysis and design of outdoor settings used by people in daily activity.  The 

research underpins the potential of experiential landscape as a methodology through 

which to give voice to under-represented sections of the community in processes of 

environmental improvement that affect them.  The research departs from established 

working patterns by developing much-needed but currently unavailable practical tools 

that can reveal experiential dimensions of open-space use in ways relevant to current 

analysis and design practices. 

His research has been disseminated in journals and at international conferences.  

His book Experiential Landscape: An Approach to People, Space and Place (2007), details 
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Department of Landscape

experiential landscape methodology in the context of the wider philosophical and 

theoretical context of people-place-space relations.

Dr. Jan Woudstra, a landscape architect and historian, former editor of Garden 

History, is one of a select handful of scholars who has advanced contemporary 

design theory through applying a historical perspective. His work spans from the 

Medieval to the present. He has sought to understand how designers have worked 

and how and why they have made their design decisions. His unique contribution 

involves practical issues of design and management processes which, while critical, 

are often conspicuously absent from design theory. Much of this research has been 

undertaken by studying individual designers and specific design sites. In some cases 

this has been undertaken in conjunction with architects (particularly Professor 

Peter Blundell Jones, of the University of Sheffield) to achieve a more complete 

understanding of projects and theories.  His detailed knowledge of historical 

fashions and theories has allowed him to critique current trends from a unique 

perspective, and conclude that many modern schemes fail in terms of conservation, 

authenticity and meaning.  

His Ph.D students are involved in aspects of landscape design with history, theory 

and conservation, and lie firmly within the humanities.  A group of students 

working on similar topics has helped create momentum in the research community 

with regular inter-departmental conferences which encourage exchange of 

information. One of the most prominent groups of students currently are those 

with a Far Eastern origin. Here resources are combined with those of the School 

of Architecture, with regular East-West conferences (currently some three per 

year) open to all those interested. Eastern-themed research currently undertaken 

includes:  “A framework for garden conservation in Korea”; “Attitudes and values of 

garden heritage in China”; “Scenic improvement in Ancient China”; “Thirty years 

of landscape design in China (1949-1979): The era of Mao Zedong.”  Research with a 

sustainability theme includes students taking a historic perspective: “Sustainable 

landscape regeneration in middle-rise housing through case studies in Sweden, 

Germany and Mexico”; “Contemporary Persian gardens; in search of a new 

language”; “Water in Persian gardens from ancient times to the present.”  Other 

topics include those stretching the boundaries of traditional (art historical) 

approaches in “Celestial expression or worldly magic: a critical investigation of 

some philosophical aspects in the design of Tycho Brahe’s Uranienborg” and 
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University of Sheffield

Jan Kip and Leonard Knyff, View of Chatsworth, c. 1700 
Photograph: Private collection




